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This year will mark the 156th year of Juneteenth; the oldest known celebration

honoring the end of slavery in the United States. On June 19, 1865, two and a half

years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, Union General Gordon

Granger led thousands of federal troops to Galveston, Texas, to announce that the

Civil War had ended, and slaves had been freed. Unfortunately, approximately

250,000 Texan slaves had no idea the government had secured their freedom.

The purpose of this guide is to help create your Juneteenth into a day of Learning,

Listening, Reflecting, and Celebrating!
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From the Desk of Dr. Imani Perry

Juneteenth, as with other celebrations of

emancipation, is an important historical

commemoration. It is at once a recollection of

the joy of emancipation and how the struggle

to be free had to continue long after the

formal declaration of emancipation. In recent

years, as we have found ourselves grappling

with the persistence of racial inequality, the

celebration of Juneteenth has taken on a new

significance. It provides an opportunity for us

to tell a more complete history of the nation

and to affirm our commitment to building a

society in which all members of our

population are valued and treated with

fairness and decency.
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Juneteenth Facts
 

Fact #1: Following the issuing of the Emancipation

Proclamation on January 1, 1863, not all enslaved

people immediately found freedom. The Emancipation

Proclamation freed slaves in states then in rebellion

against the United States. Union troops operating in

said states gave teeth to the Proclamation. This,

however, did not apply to the border states.

Fact #2: The Civil War ended in the summer of 1865.

Union General Gordon Granger and his troops traveled

to Galveston, Texas to announce General Orders No. 3

on June 19, 1865. June 19th would go on to be known

and celebrated as Juneteenth. 

Fact #3: Part of General Order No. 3 encouraged the

newly freed people to remain with their past owners.

“The freedmen are advised to remain quietly at their

present homes and work for wages. They are informed

that they will not be allowed to collect at military posts

and that they will not be supported in idleness either

there or elsewhere.”

Fact #4: Juneteenth has been celebrated under many

names. Freedom Day, Jubilee Day, and Cel-Liberation

Day, Second Independence Day, and Emancipation

Day to name just a few.

Fact #5: The celebration of Juneteenth was revived

during the civil rights movement. The Poor People's

March planned by Martin Luther King Jr. was purposely

scheduled to coincide with the date. March

participants took the celebrations back to their home

states and soon the holiday was reborn.

Fact #6: Celebrations of Juneteenth continue today.

Traditions include public readings of the Emancipation

Proclamation, singing traditional songs, and reading of

works by noted African American writers. Celebrations

can also take the form of rodeos, street fairs, cookouts,

family reunions, park parties, historical reenactments,

and Miss Juneteenth contests.

 

Juneteenth Emancipation Day Celebration, June 19, 1900, Texas.
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https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/10-facts-juneteenth

Photograph of Emancipation Day celebration, June 19, 1900.

Austin History Center, Austin Public Library

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/topics/emancipation-proclamation
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/10-facts-juneteenth
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth124053/


REFLECT
 

Do you think that there is just one American history story or

many?  

Were you familiar with Juneteenth or the story of

Emancipation? What do you think about the idea that a law

was passed but was not followed immediately?

What did you learn in school about American history? What

were the most important milestones that you learned about? 

When you think about ideas like freedom and democracy,

what comes to mind? Do you think that laws actually protect

people or grant rights as intended? 

When you think about Black or African American history, what

comes to mind? Who are the people you might have learned

about?

What did you learn about slavery and how it actually ended? 

Do you think that we should have separate learning about

the history of people from different backgrounds, or should

we include them in one narrative – women, African

Americans, Indigenous Native Americans, Pacific Islanders,

Latinos, LGBTQ+, European Immigrants? 

How does learning about the past matter today? Can it

help to solve problems? Do you agree that history can

repeat itself? 

What do you remember learning about American history?

Are there particular stories that stuck with you? Who were

those stories about?

What comes to mind when you think about African American

or Black culture? Are there musicians, writers, artists who

come to mind? 

What do you wish you knew more about?

Below you will find a set of questions to keep in mind while learning and

reflecting about Juneteenth past, present, and future.
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Read 
Juneteenth is an important milestone in American
culture. It represents resistance, resilience, and Black Joy.
To honor this holiday, we encourage everyone to take a
moment to reflect and learn about this day. Developing
a deeper understanding of our past and the struggles of
Black Americans can help everyone come together to
create a movement for change. On the next few pages,
you will find a list of historical books, current articles, and
learnings that will help reflect on our past and look
towards the future.

On Juneteenth by Annette Gordon Reed

We Can’t Breathe: On Black Lives, White Lies and the Art of

Survival by Jabari Asim

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander

A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn

Freedom Is A Constant Struggle by Angela Y. Davis

From Black Lives Matter to Black Liberation by Keeanga-

Yamahtta Taylor

The Audacity of Hope by Barack Obama

Futures of Black Radicalism by Gaye Theresa Johnson

Stamped From the Beginning by Ibram X. Kendi

75 Things White People Can Do for Racial Justice by Corinne

Shutack

Why You Should Speak Up Even When It’s Not Easy by Kevin

Daum

Three Things You Can Do Now to Take Action an Ally in the

Workplace by Katie Burke

Books

Articles
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https://www.amazon.com/Juneteenth-Annette-Gordon-Reed/dp/1631498835
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250174536
https://www.amazon.com/New-Jim-Crow-Incarceration-Colorblindness-ebook/dp/B086CFB2NT/ref=sr_1_1?crid=14D72L5XOVC2G&dchild=1&keywords=the+new+jim+crow&qid=1591373684&sprefix=the+new+%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Peoples-History-United-States/dp/0062397346/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1ULD55IOQE4BA&dchild=1&keywords=a+peoples+history+of+the+united+states&qid=1591373590&sprefix=a+peoples+%2Caps%2C206&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Freedom-Constant-Struggle-Palestine-Foundations-ebook/dp/B011H51334/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1D0L16FB41AJ9&dchild=1&keywords=freedom+is+a+constant+struggle+angela+davis&qid=1591371759&sprefix=freedom+is+a+con%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/BlackLivesMatter-Black-Liberation-Keeanga-Yamahtta-Taylor/dp/1608465624/ref=sr_1_1?crid=OPTMNKBRR3MC&dchild=1&keywords=from+black+lives+matter+to+black+liberation&qid=1591371853&sprefix=from+black+lives%2Caps%2C-1&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Audacity-Hope-Thoughts-Reclaiming-American/dp/0307237699/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Futures-Black-Radicalism-Theresa-Johnson/dp/1784787582/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3H2MT4MEF21A6&dchild=1&keywords=futures+of+black+radicalism&qid=1591373295&sprefix=futures+of+black%2Caps%2C142&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Beginning-Definitive-History-America-ebook/dp/B017QL8WV4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3KLDC8X0FUM7H&dchild=1&keywords=stamped+from+the+beginning&qid=1591373426&sprefix=stamped+from%2Caps%2C204&sr=8-1
https://medium.com/equality-includes-you/what-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234
https://landit.com/articles/why-you-should-speak-up-even-when-its-not-easy?utm_source=Landit+Newsletter&utm_campaign=f2c35c3b42-N203_Allyship&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0ed68b3720-f2c35c3b42-131908725
https://www.inc.com/katie-burke/3-things-you-can-do-now-to-take-action-as-an-ally-in-workplace.html


"Struggle is a 
never-ending process.

Freedom is never really
won. You earn it and win

it in every generation." 

Coretta Scott King, human rights
activist and leader 



Listen, Learn 
& Watch

Race Matters: Webinar Series by Korn Ferry

Intro an American Uprising: White Accountability

Addressing Historical Trauma

Raising our Black Sons: Perspectives from Mothers

Google's course on Unbiasing

Microaggression Guide

Facebook's Managing Unconscious Bias Training

When They See Us – The story of 5 teenaged boys falsely

accused of rape in Central Park (available on Netflix)

I Am Not Your Negro – A documentary of James Baldwin’s

story about race in modern America)

TED Talk: Get Comfortable with Being Uncomfortable by

Luvvie Adjayi

TEDx Talk: Let’s get to the root of racial injustice by Megan

Ming Francis

Listen 

Learn

Watch

8Photograph of Emancipation Day celebration, June 19, 1900.

Austin History Center, Austin Public Library

https://infokf.kornferry.com/race-matters.html?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20-06-gbl-raceism-matters
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/into-america/id1499906821?i=1000476736827
https://ctacny.org/training/01-addressing-historical-trauma
https://ctacny.org/training/06-raising-our-black-sons-perspectives-mothers
https://rework.withgoogle.com/subjects/unbiasing/
https://www.inclusiveatwork.com/micro
https://managingbias.fb.com/
https://www.netflix.com/title/80200549
http://www.iamnotyournegrofilm.com/
http://www.iamnotyournegrofilm.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/luvvie_ajayi_get_comfortable_with_being_uncomfortable?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aCn72iXO9s
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth124053/


Act, Join & Do
4 Ways You Can Tackle Racial Discrimination In

Your Workplace

13 Effective Ways To Educate Employees On

Diversity

How to have more productive conversations

about race in the workplace 

How do I talk about race at work?

Juneteenth a National/Federal Holiday In

2016, Opal Lee, a 94-year-old Texan, started a

walking campaign and petition Congress to

make Juneteenth a national holiday.

Support Black-Owned Businesses The US

Chamber of Commerce offers a list of Black-

owned small business directories, such as the

Black Business Green Book—an online directory

searchable by state or retail category (e.g.,

media, health, and wellness, food and drink, art,

and photography). 

Act

Join & Do

Explore a Museum either Digitally or Virtually

Immerse yourself in Black art and culture at the

Studio Museum in Harlem, the National Museum of

African American History and Culture in Washington,

D.C., the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis,

or the Northwest African American Museum in

Seattle, to name a few. These museums have virtual

components, and online exhibits also abound, such

as the New York Public Library’s Digital Schomburg,

the National Women’s History Museum’s Standing Up

for Change, and Google’s Black History and Culture. 

Volunteer in Voter Registration The ability to cast

a ballot that will be counted is a fundamental

freedom that protects our essential rights as

Americans. As we celebrate freedom on Juneteenth,

consider getting involved with organizations like

Rock the Vote, HeadCount, and Fair Fight that need

volunteers to spread awareness about voting rights

and the importance of voting at a local, state, and

national level.

9CCA Resources

https://www.forbes.com/sites/heidilynnekurter/2020/06/09/4-ways-you-can-tackle-racial-discrimination-in-your-workplace/?sh=5d6be73a6040
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbescoachescouncil/2018/06/28/13-effective-ways-your-organization-can-educate-employees-on-diversity/#6cd5cb5b56ab
https://qz.com/work/1867066/how-to-have-productive-conversations-about-race-at-the-office/
https://qz.com/work/1867066/how-to-have-productive-conversations-about-race-at-the-office/
https://technical.ly/2020/06/09/how-do-i-talk-about-race-at-work-twij-show-diversity-cultural-competency/
https://www.change.org/p/united-states-congress-make-juneteenth-a-national-holiday-in-2020
https://www.change.org/p/united-states-congress-make-juneteenth-a-national-holiday-in-2020
https://www.uschamber.com/co/start/strategy/black-owned-businesses-directories
https://www.blackbusinessgreenbook.com/
https://studiomuseum.org/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/events/juneteenth
https://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/visit
https://www.naamnw.org/location-admission
https://www.nypl.org/about/locations/schomburg/digital-schomburg
https://www.womenshistory.org/exhibits/standing-up-for-change
https://artsandculture.google.com/project/black-history-and-culture
https://www.rockthevote.org/get-involved/volunteer-with-rock-the-vote/
https://info.headcount.org/signup?_ga=2.56039532.633083632.1617915522-85509011.1617915522
https://fairfight.com/join-our-fight/


Don't mistake the story of
our enslavement,
struggle, injustices in
policing, and traumas as
the whole of our identity
or who we are... You will
miss the rest of us, our
love, our devotion to our
families, our
inventiveness, our
resilience, our creativity,
and our excellence.

Heide Gardner,
CDIO, Interpublic



CELEBRATE
 

Celebrate

The Juneteenth NY Organization was created to

celebrate and empower our community to look at

the marvels of our creativity, ingenuity, and

innovation as a people across the globe while

educating others on how to change the narrative

about Black history.

https://www.juneteenthny.com/schedule

Juneteenth a Celebration of Resilience Online

Celebration at the African American History

and Culture Museum

Juneteenth is a time to celebrate, gather as a family,

reflect on the past, and look to the future. We invite

you to engage in your history, learn where you came

from, and discover (or share) ways to celebrate this

holiday. On this day, we are bringing the Museum to

you through presentations, stories, photographs, and

recipes from the Sweet Home Café.

https://nmaahc.si.edu/event/juneteenth-celebration-

resilience

 

The Juneteenth Legacy Project explores the

development of many physical and virtual

community, educational, and legacy events for

many diverse audiences, including visitors, school

children, and the greater community. Please join

us for the following public events.

https://www.juneteenthlegacyproject.com/what-

we-do

68 Recipes From Black Creators to Celebrate

Juneteenth

The traditions of this day of Independence are rooted

in outdoor activities and gatherings centered around

food, music, and communion. 

https://food52.com/blog/25366-food52-

juneteenth-virtual-potluck-2020
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https://www.juneteenthny.com/schedule
https://nmaahc.si.edu/event/juneteenth-celebration-resilience
https://www.juneteenthlegacyproject.com/what-we-do
https://food52.com/blog/25366-food52-juneteenth-virtual-potluck-2020


“On Juneteenth we come together young
and old to listen, learn and refresh the

drive to achieve. It is a day where we
all take one step closer together - to

better utilize the energy wasted on
racism. Juneteenth is a day that we

pray for peace and liberty for all." 
 

J U N E T E E N T H . C O M
 



BEN RECOMMENDS
 

MERLIN BASS
The Stony Road by Henry Louise Gates Jr.

The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin

Vice President, Tax

INTERPUBLIC

ALICIA FRANCIS
Joy Buolamwini, Poet of Code, Computer Scientist 

Algorithmic Justice League 

 

Head of Strategic Initiatives, Office of the CEO

WEBER SHANDWICK

CHANDON JONES 
Kneading Dough: The Podcast

The Audacity of Hope by Barack Obama

SVP, US Ad Operations 

KINESSO

Our National Co-Chairs Recommend.
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https://www.amazon.com/Stony-Road-Reconstruction-White-Supremacy/dp/0525559531
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+fire+next+time+by+james+baldwin&gclid=CjwKCAjwwqaGBhBKEiwAMk-FtOMHofh_mbIopD3qfCwmmnnsDO8n5QOiPFhTWqBeGHX9ROKxtowYBxoCAoYQAvD_BwE&hvadid=241647175636&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9004032&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=1993341153388919452&hvtargid=kwd-2479845688&hydadcr=10056_10354139&tag=googhydr-20&ref=pd_sl_4c2tju3xnt_e
https://www.ted.com/speakers/joy_buolamwini
https://www.ted.com/speakers/joy_buolamwini
https://www.ajl.org/
https://www.ajl.org/
https://open.spotify.com/show/6cPu3oJT1pzxzKTuWQRIc5
https://www.amazon.com/Audacity-Hope-Thoughts-Reclaiming-American/dp/0307237699


Questions? julie.veloz@interpublic.com


